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Preface

Presently, climate change is a stark reality associated with vulnerability faced by 
living beings all around the world and therefore has gained importance in the field 
of scientific research. The Eastern Himalayan mountain ecosystem is fragile in 
nature, and the phenomena of climate change have imposed extra vulnerable condi-
tions in this unique landscape. Adjacent to the Eastern Himalaya, the foothill land-
scape is also hazard-prone. The present study area is the Bengal Duars region—a 
foothill landscape of the Eastern Himalaya. The book will focus on the climate 
change and ‘struggle for existence’ issues facing the forest villagers to the changing 
climatic situation.

This book encompasses seven chapters. Each chapter starts with an abstract 
describing, in brief, the theme of the chapter. Chapter 1 provides an overview about 
the study, including a review of the literature, significance, objectives, and method-
ology of the research. Chapter 2 illustrates the study of the area with its unique 
physio-social characteristics. Chapter 3 describes the forestry of Bengal Duars. 
Chapter 4 estimates present and future climate change in the context of the Bengal 
Duars region. Both temperature and rainfall are taken under consideration to iden-
tify more than 100 years’ climatic trends and oscillations. Chapter 5 evaluates the 
spatial vulnerability of forest from the villages in Bengal Duars in continuation with 
the climate change under the domain of sensitivity, exposure, and adaptive capacity. 
Chapter 6 assesses ground observation of the forest villager’s perception and 
responses about changes and impacts that they have faced. Analytical techniques 
are applied for critical evaluation and assessment of livelihood crises. Chapter 7 
evaluates adaptive attitudes of the forest villagers in order to judge their resilience 
capability. In this regard, a conceptual model has been developed by interlinking 
their concern, household profile, livelihood assets with potential, and actual adapta-
tion attitudes. Finally, Chapter 8 illustrates recommendations and suggestions for 
the restoration of this unique landscape.
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